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Standards of comparative constructions
in the Olonkho texts of the Vilyui region of Yakutia

V. I. Kharabaeva
M. K. Ammosov Nortitastern Federal University, Yakut$kussian Federation

Abstract
This article analyzes the compositional features and usage of standard comparative constructions within the
Olonkhe Vilyui epic tradition. Traditional comparisons found in the olonkho of the Vilyui region can help
establish common artistic and pictoriath@iques in Yakut olonkho. Continuous text sampling has yielded a
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comparative catalog of Olonkho from the Vilyui regidrhe analysis focuses on three published Olonkho
texts from the Vilyui uluses (distrBuwkhat:y rioky(ys0 0D4u)u,
fiHabytta BeCoqmearative qorstbudtians are categorized into groups based on shared objects of
comparison and similarities, includinige appearance of the characterolohkhoand thenature,the epic
space The followingfive thematic categories of comparative standards have been deter(iinedonyms
and somatismg2) flora, (3) nature (4) artifacts and(5) actionsThe Olonkho dataset employs imagery from
the surrounding environment to emphasize or idealize thktigeand symbolism of realorld elements.
Indigenous flora and fauna, everyday objects, and domestic animals serve as standard artistic paitsneters.
principal element of Yakut comparisons is imagelfie constructions draw comparisons between objects
from different fields, unified by a principal parameter and the associative link apparent to a native linguocu
tural speakerMany comparisons omit explicit mention of the attribute being compdieel.comparative
structures in Vilyui olonkhos consist tly of traditional stable forms, supplemented by a considerable
number of locally derived examples.

Keywords
epic, olonkho, comparative constructions, standards of comparison, objects of comparison, Yakut language,
Vilyui region
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